Week 6 Reading: Understanding and Addressing Opportunity Gaps
In "Beyond a Test Score: Explaining Opportunity Gaps in Educational Practice," H. Richard Milner declares that researching opportunity gaps offers more value toward bettering education than merely researching achievement gaps does. This is because opportunity gaps cannot be fully understood or addressed by simply looking at standardized test scores (or graduation rates, patterns in gifted/advanced placement, and other metrics); instead, it is necessary to examine the root causes of these gaps and develop strategies to target them.
Milner builds his argument in three parts. In the first, he argues that educational opportunity gaps are the result of historical and systemic factors, such as racism and economic inequality, perpetuated by policies and practices that prioritize the needs of certain groups over others. He also discussed the role of current factors, including low teacher commitment in high-poverty schools and poor teacher attendance, both of which are another result of the historical and systemic factors that provide these teachers with fewer resources and frame positions in other schools as more desirable. Altogether, these factors result in inequitable access to high-quality education, which has negative consequences for students, families, and communities. In the second section, he examines these consequences, which include lower academic achievement, reduced opportunities for post-secondary education and employment, and limited access to resources and social capital. In the third section, Milner offers strategies for educators to address and close opportunity gaps in their classrooms and schools. He emphasizes the need for educators to develop cultural competence and awareness, create inclusive learning environments that value diversity and difference, and implement policies and practices that promote equity and justice. He also encourages teachers to steep their practices in the research, become researchers themselves (whenever possible), and be willing to critically analyze current research in their efforts to find the best practices for their classrooms. 
